177.   CONVOCATION ADDRESS AT NATIONAL COLLEGE,
LAHORE^
November 9, 1921
Gandhiji began by saying that he considered himself fortunate in being
asked to confer degrees on students of the National College. He congratulated
the candidates and also blessed them. He prayed to God <to grant them
strength to live up to the pledge they had taken that day. Let their hearts
be steeled henceforth to serve their country. To him the acceptance of a
degree only meant the undertaking of a determination to be ready to win the
country's freedom by doing practical work. That was the way pointed out
by the history of all nations. He had witnessed three great wars and had ob-
served how education approximated to the national ideals of the time. When
he thought of September last he did not feel sorry. They had decided what
sort of education to impart to India of the future. They had not been able
so far to achieve the amount of success they desired. The result of bad treat-
ment in a certain school had been, that a student had written to him regarding
his determination to commit suicide. Readers of Toting India would remember
it. If in future any student is badly treated he hoped he would not write
to him thus. He had received a telegram from Vizagapatam that the students
of the medical school had determined not to go back because their Principal
had expelled them for wearing khaddar. They had resolved to serve their
country and free her from bondage. He had replied congratulating them on
their resolve. The best surgeon was he who devised the best remedy for their
country's salvation. Thousands died of the plague, cholera, malaria, etc., but
he did not mind that; but he did mind if a single individual lived in slavery.
If people did not feel like that even after December next, he felt as if he
would commit suicide. But he would not do so as he did not approve of
putting an end to one's existence. He would think of only one occasion when
it would be better to kill oneself. That was when a man cast an evil eye on
another woman. Another occasion was for a woman when she found a man
bent upon wickedness towards her. At such a time it was better for her to
immolate herself. Indian ladies were chaste even as was Sita.
He has just listened to the beautiful strains of Vendemataram. In 1915 he
had heard the same in Madras.2 It was then that he bethought himself what
that song really meant to them. Had they the right to sing thus? They
saluted Mother India and invoked her protection. But what was India's present
* Delivered in Hindi at Bradlaugh Hall; Lala Lajpat Rai presided.
2 Vide Vol. XIII, p. 64.
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